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There's nothing quite like an 
Autumn morning when the sun took 
a step back, the leaves lulled 
themselves to sleep and Autumn 
was awakened. 

Raquel Franco 

I hope that you and yours are keeping well 
during these challenging times, whilst we 
battle through lockdown and social 
distancing, and all that brings. There were 
the first signs that we were finding a way 

of loosening the grip the virus has had on 
us, and on the activities of the Friends. 
However, as I write we, in Bolton, have 
seen signs that things are not improving. 
We still hope we will come out of this 
stressful time together and stronger than 
ever. 
The Friends’ Committee has been meeting 
monthly via Zoom video and we have, 
with the support of the Bolton Council, 
started our gardening activities around 
the Hall (more on this below). 
Keep well. 
Best wishes to you all.  David Williams. 
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In this Edition 
This quarter’s Bulletin includes an article 
on; 

 The Hall Gardens 

 Return of the Garden Volunteers 

 Preparations to open the Hall to 
visitors 

 Diary 

 Happy Birthday 

Smithills Hall Gardens 

When Richard Henry Ainsworth inherited 
the Smithills Estate and Hall he initiated 
an important building programme 
commissioning the Revivalist architect 
George Devey (1820-86) who specialised 
in making additions to Medieval and 
Tudor properties, without perceptible 
join. His brief was ‘alterations, additions 
and new stables for Col. R H Ainsworth’. 
His genius was the re-arrangement of 
parts to achieve a more logical whole; he 
moved the entrance to the north in order 
to free the south front for his pioneering 
terrace.  

Devey re-used the previous terrace for the 
lower levels, then built a retaining wall to 
form the upper grassed level, suitable for 
bowls or croquet; the levels are joined by 
elegant flights of steps bearing ball finials 
with the finest necks (see report Page 3). 
The L shaped terrace runs around the 
south and east fronts of the Hall. The 
south is bounded by a ‘ha ha’. Devey 
emphasised the Tudor ancestry of the Hall 
with a mount at one end and a bastion at 
the other. The bastion overlooks the lake 
and waterfall. 
The gardens were designated Grade II on 
10th December 1999 by Historic England. 
 

The Parterre 
The quadrangle area between the Tudor 
west, and east wings alongside the 
medieval hall was originally a courtyard 

enclosed on all sides. It later became a 
lawned area with a sundial, and then had 
a stone cross in the middle. This then 
became rectangular with late 20th Century 
planting of yew trees at each corner. It 
was laid out in 1998/9 on the pattern of a 
parterre in this position by C j Holme in 
1911, which could be seen in the form of 
parch marks in the grass. The Parterre is 
surrounded by a metal fence with a gate 
on the south side.  
 
In August 2020 the Parterre, which like 
the rest of the garden borders, has had no 
attention since March, was looking in a 
very parlous state, very overgrown and 
unattractive.(see photo below). 

 
 

The Friends have been in discussion with 
Council representatives to allow our 
enthusiastic garden volunteers to get on 
with restoring the Parterre and the garden 
borders back to the best state possible for 
the time of year. 
Paul Lomas, Alison Whittaker and 
Secretary Sue Priest developed a Plan for 
doing this, and with the help of Emma 
Corless from Bolton Council this was 
refined to ensure Government 
requirements would be met. Areas of the 
garden to receive attention were 
highlighted on the plan (in green on the 
plan page 3).  
Each volunteer has been given a copy of 
the plan and, a copy of the Council’s 
“Gardening Volunteer Role Agreement” 
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As members of the British Association for 
Local History the Friends are covered for 
most indoor activity, but it was evident 
that outdoor manual work, including 
outdoor guiding and gardening, were not 
included in the policy provided by BALH as 
part of our membership. Employers 
Liability cover was therefore essential 
before gardening resumed. We have now 
purchased such cover with AVIVA. The 
Friends have no paid employees but 
unpaid member volunteers are considered 
‘employees’ for insurance purposes.  
We are pleased that Bolton Council has 
agreed to pay us for the cost of taking out 
the extra insurance cover. We thank them 
for their support. 
 

 
Pictured above in early September are 
Alison Whittaker, Paul Lomas with Sue 
Priest when work on the Parterre is about 
to begin. They have now been supported 
by two other volunteer members. 

Report 
On Sunday 6th September volunteers 
Alison and Paul were working in the 
gardens when a member of the public told 

them that he had spotted two men 
removing the finials off the gate posts. 

The men hid them down by the gate for 
possible later collection. The member of 
public went and pushed the finials down 
the hill into some nettles. Paul and Alison, 
on being told this by the member of the 
public retrieved the finials (see photo 
above and an example finial in the 
foreground) and put them away securely 
under lock and key. The informant said 
that he had informed the police. Council 
officials have been contacted. The 
member of the public acted responsibly 
and deserves our thanks. 
The Estates Department of the Council 
reinstalled the finials on 19 September.  
 

Progress 

 
Parterre progress 
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One week after the start of work on the 
Parterre the photograph below shows 
how quickly progress has been made. The 
hedges have been trimmed and paths 
cleared. The plants are being checked and 
consideration given to whether any 
replacements are required. The Friends 
will consider funding whatever is need. 
There is still a lot to do but volunteers are 
keen to complete the work to enhance 
public enjoyment. 
 

 

Preparations to open the Hall 

With the latest increase in numbers of 
people being infected by the virus the café 
had to close for a while. The Friends have 
had access to our offices on the first floor 
of the Hall and can do so with the help of 
the Hall Manager when she is on site.  
 
Council officials have been giving serious 
consideration to reopening the Hall and 
have now announced officially that the 
Hall will be opening from Wednesday 
14th October. 
The re-opening will mean visits can now 
take place:- 
 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 
between 10am and 4pm 
Sunday between 12noon to 4pm 
 
Social distancing and hand hygiene 
measures will be in place. Visitor details 
will be recorded with NHS Test and Trace. 
Face covering must be worn.  
 
Arrangements are now in place in the Hall 
for reopening with a one way system and 
appropriate signage etc.  The Friends will 
be happy to help in any way we can when 
required. 
 
Visitors must Pre-Book an advance timed 
slot by phoning:- 
01204 332853 

www.friendsofsmithillshall.co.uk for any 
further developments. 
The café is open Wednesday to Sunday 
inclusive. 
 

The diary  

At the October Committee meeting we 
discussed the viability of Friends’ events 
prior to Christmas. These included the 
Memorial Wreathlaying at the Chapel, 

putting up Christmas 
decorations around the 
Hall, the Christmas 
Social, the Christmas 
Carol Service and our 
usual Ghost night tours. 

We regretfully concluded that the current 
circumstances were such that these 
events could not proceed.  
 

 

 
 
On 2nd November member Bill 
Sheppard will be 100 years of age. 
 
Bill has been volunteering into his 90’s 
and as a veteran has regularly done us 
the honour of laying our wreath on the 
Chapel’s 1914 – 1918 Memorial. 
 
A very Happy Birthday and very 
best wishes to Bill from all the 
Friends of Smithills Hall. 

www.friendsofsmithillshall.co.uk%20

