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Volunteers at Smithills Hall

“No spring nor summer
beauty hath such grace as I
have seen in one autumnal
face." ― John Donne,

Y

Welcome to the Friends of Smithills Hall
Autumn Bulletin. Included in this Bulletin are: Volunteers
 Heritage Day at the Hall
 Did you know?
 More Charter celebration
photographs
 Elizabeth Tatman
 Diary dates - activities and events

ou will recall that we made a plea in
the last Bulletin for anyone with spare
time to help us with our activities at
the Hall and grounds

Everyone who helps us is a volunteer.
Volunteers are the lifeblood of our
organisation, giving their time freely to help
us help and inform Hall visitors, support Hall
staff, and do our best to keep the gardens a
pleasure to visit.
The garden around the Hall was designed by
George Devey as part of his major work in the
1870’s, whilst designing the new West Wing
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and the Coaching House. Whilst the lawns are
looked after by Council employees the
herbaceous borders and the Parterre are
tended by Friends volunteers. We were
delighted to have community volunteers help
in July and we have also had additional
member volunteers continue the good work
and in particular Alun and Ann Elliott-Clark.

-------------------------------------------------------------

Heritage Day
Established in 1994 Heritage Open Days is
England’s contribution to European Heritage
Days and has since grown into the country’s
largest heritage festival involving 40,000
volunteers and with 5,000 events nationally.
The event at Smithills Hall was one of these.
Charlene Bessell

Heritage Open Day at Smithills Hall was on
Sunday, the 22nd September, and Friends
guides did a series of history guided tours for
the public throughout the afternoon. The
tours included the Green Room above the
Withdrawing Room with its slightly scary
reputation! Demand for tours was high and
157 people came on the day.

Below and above right is an example of the
work done by Allun who has stripped down
and repaired and preserved the bench
dedicated to past Friends. It is situated on the
north side of the Hall close to the Great Hall.
We have promises of further help with putting
up the Christmas decorations in November.
If you have any free time to help us with any
of our activities please contact us. You will be
assured of a warm welcome.
David Williams

Heritage Day visitors in the Great Hall
Friends Guides, dressed in period costumes,
led tours or acted as room stewards. It was
clear from public reaction that these tours
were enjoyed by all.
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dated Monday July 18, 1938 under the
headline ‘Bolton Celebrates with a Centenary
Garden Party’.
The paper is now 81 years old and the
photographs are showing their age. However I
thought you might like to see them.

Anne Marie Elliott-Clark and Alison Whittaker
Display by local members of the League of Health
and Beauty

This next photo raises the question – where
did she swim? The caption in the paper read
“Watching the diving and swimming display.
Miss Sunny Lowry, the Channel swimmer gave
a demonstration”

Dorothy Lee in the Withdrawing Room

There was a swimming pool

Bill Sheppard in the Kitchen
Further pictures can be viewed on the Friends
website.
1938 Charter Celebration events
in Bolton

I

hope you have had a chance to read the
article on the Garden Party at Smithills Hall
and Estate in 1938. I have recently seen
additional photographs of the event in the
form of a full page in the ‘News Chronicle’

Visitors queue up to shake hands with the
Mayor

Working in partnership with Bolton Council
3

from cod to whale, together with lots of fowl
from swans to peacocks washed down with
600,000 gallons of ale.
Farmer George
George III earned his nickname as he wrote
letters to the publication ‘Annals of
Agriculture’ on farming practices, under the
pen name of Ralph Robinson (the name of
one of his shepherds from Windsor Great
Park)
Swim suit parade

The Times newspaper
Tuesday 14th November 1854 – Price 5d
I came across a copy of this newspaper in
the ‘family archives’ recently. Some
interesting things emerged which I will
illustrate in the Bulletin from time to time.
For example - The births announcements
do not identify by first name any of the
mothers who gave birth. They are
recorded as ‘wife of’ or as in one
announcement out of the 13 shown,
‘Mrs’. It seems that in 1854 (when Peter
Ainsworth owned the Hall) wives did not
have a first name!

Daring Display
Elizabeth Tatman
Elizabeth Mary
Tatman,
(who
may be known
to you as she
was formerly a
Board member
of the Smithills
Hall Trust for a
number of years.
The Hall was run
by the Trust)
sadly died on 30 August aged 86. She was
awarded the MBE for her services to children
and families.
Our condolences are extended to her family
and close friends on their sad loss.

------------------------------------------------------------

Diary dates ~ activities and
events
Ghost night 24/10 – bookings now being
taken
Wreathlaying – 8/11
Ghost night – 21/11 – bookings now being
taken
Christmas Decorations going up – 29/11
Christmas Social – 5/12
Carol Service – 11/12

Supplement - Charter Centenary
Events in Bolton in 1938
Whilst my recent article covered just events at
the Hall the supplementary article covers
other events held in 1938 to celebrate the
Centenary, including the King and Queen’s
visit, an event at Queens Park, and the Drill
Hall Exhibition. Ed.

Did you know?
Henry VII and his courtiers enjoyed their
food.
The kitchens at Hampton Court had 55 rooms.
It employed 200 staff catering for a court of
600 people.
One year the court consumed 1,240 oxen,
8,200 sheep, 2,330 deer, 760 calves, 1,870
pigs, 53 wild boar, and multitudes of fish,
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