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“Summer afternoon, summer 

afternoon; to me those have always 

been the two most beautiful words in 

the English language.” 

Henry James 
 
Welcome to your summer edition of the Friends 
Bulletin. 
 
This Edition includes 

 An appeal for help 
 The new Secretary 
 A Maid’s tale 
 Annual General Meeting 
 Barrie Wallwork Waddington 
 Garden Volunteers  
 Garden Party 2019 

 

Volunteering at the Hall 

Help! Have you or do you know anyone who 
has some time to spare. 
The Friends really need more helpers at the 
Hall. Here are some of the ways you or they 
may be able to help us: 
 

 Regular guiding, or group guiding 

 Occasional guiding when needed for 
holidays, illness etc. – training available 

 Room stewarding at Smithills events – 
summer garden party, heritage Sunday, 
craft fairs etc.  

 Gardening 

 Helping with the Friends’ regular events 

 Putting up and taking down Christmas 
decorations. 
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 Craft activities   
 

You may already be involved with some of 
these activities but if not could you consider 
it?  We would also like to start a sewing 
group to make and repair historical 
costumes. 
If you feel you can’t help for one reason or 
another perhaps you know of someone in 
your family or amongst your friends who 
would like to be involved?  
We hope to organise a get together at the 
Hall at some point for anyone interested. 
 
For more information ring either Joan – 
01204 842766 or Ruth 01204 596173’ or 
email Ruth at : rj.ellison@tiscali.co.uk 
Thank you. 
 

Secretary of the Friends 

 
Sue Priest has kindly agreed to be the 
Secretary of the Friends after Margaret felt 
that, for health reasons, she could no longer 
continue. Sue is a life member together with 
her husband Jim, a local GP, and she was co-
opted to the Committee.  
Sue has lived in Bolton for nearly 30 years in 
Heaton and now Smithills. She has two grown 
up daughters. Until recently she worked as a 
Director in the pharmaceutical industry and 
has now retired. She has been involved in a 
lot of local events and groups including litter 
picking. She has two dogs. I am sure you will 
all make her very welcome in this important 
role. 
 

A Maid’s Tale - David Williams 

We have had a letter from Pauline Wheatley 
who now lives in Cumbria, the contents of 
which we would like to pass on to members. 

Her mother was Miriam Hughes but when 
employed at Smithills Hall she was Miriam 
Walker. She was born on 11th April 1911, a 
farmer’s daughter from Guisborough, 
Yorkshire.  
She came to Smithills hall at the age of 17 
years (about 1928) and started work as a 
Parlour Maid, and eventually became a 
House Parlour Maid. The photograph below 
of her in uniform shows her in front of what 
we believe is the front of the Billiard Room 

close to the Victorian Entrance. The dog in 
the picture was called ‘Rab’. 
 

Her future husband, Henry Albert Hughes 
lived at 40 Bazley Street, Barrow Bridge and 
attended Smithills Chapel. Her mother first 
saw him “through the little main window, in 
the leaded window in Smithills hall, and 
peeped at him coming through a gate having 
walked from Barrow Bridge to attend 
Chapel”. Her father then wore a hard hat and 
spats, “very proper”. Romance blossomed 
and they were married, according to parish 
records at St Peter’s, Halliwell on 21st May 
1932 (Pauline’s mother recounts it as Bolton 
Parish Church). Miriam was 21 and Henry 
was 33 years of age. By this time she was 
working in Moss Bank Hall. Records show 
both bride and groom’s fathers were 
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deceased. They were married by the Rev. P 
Marr Davies who became chaplain of 
Smithills Chapel shortly before the First 
World War, and he had been an Army 
Chaplain. 
 
Henry was born on 17th April 1899 and was 
baptised on 17th May 1899.when living at 
Claredon Road, Pendleton. In 1901 Henry 
was living with his family, and three siblings, 
at the Blundell Arms Hotel Horwich aged one. 
His father was the Hotel Pub Keeper working 
on his own account, and they had one 
domestic servant. In 1911 they were living at 
44 Fifth Street, Barrow Bridge. The 1911 
Census did not show his father; Henry died in 
September 1980 aged 81. 
 
Our thanks go to Pauline Wheatley for this 
information. 
 

Annual General Meeting 

The thirtieth Annual General Meeting of the 
Friends was held on Wednesday 5th June in 
the Devey Room in the Hall. 
 
The afternoon started with a pleasant buffet 
lunch for the assembled gathering.  
Charles Crosbie gave a talk about the history 
of Rufford Old Hall and the Russell family 
over the years. 
 

 
There was a presentation of a mounted 
picture to Margaret and our Chairman 
thanked Margaret for her many years’ service 
to the Friends as Secretary. He said they were 
sorry and sad that she had had to give up the 
role but were happy she was continuing as a 
Committee member. 
 

There was a moment of silence by members 
to commemorate the passing of Committee 
Member Barrie who had died the previous 
week. Also remembered were all the other 

members of the Friends who had died over 
the previous year. 
 

The minutes of last years’ meeting were 
approved and reports presented by the 
Chairman, and Secretary (Sue Priest). The 
Treasurer reported on the state of Friends’ 
finances. Copies of these accounts will be 
enclosed for all members with this Bulletin. 
 
Committee Officers and members were elected 
(details are on the banner on the first page). 
 

Barrie Wallwork Waddington 

25 November 1935 – 1 June 2019 
 

 
It is with heartfelt sadness that we have to 
report the death of Committee member 
Barrie Wallwork Waddington.  
Barrie passed away whilst on holiday in 
Trearddur Bay, Anglesey. He had been unwell 
for some time but he came to the Hall for 
Committee meetings whenever he was able. 
He joined the Committee in July 2015. He 
was 83 years of age. 
Barrie’s common sense and practical 
approach were much appreciated. He was 
always pleasant and helpful making light of 
his health problems. He will be much missed. 
The Friends were represented at his funeral 
service in Radcliffe on Monday 17 June by 
Chairman David Williams. 
The Friends wish to extend their heartfelt 
sympathies to his wife, Norma, and family.  
 

Garden Volunteers 

On Monday 1st July 2019 we and the garden 
benefitted from a large influx of willing and 
able volunteers. Supervised by Alun and Ann 
Elliott-Clark and organiser Kay Riley of 
Argos/Sainsbury Financial Services these 
community volunteers came to the Hall to 
spend the day helping us prepare the garden 
for Sunday’s Garden Party. Wheelbarrow 
loads of bark were moved from the 
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viewpoint overlooking the river with great 
precision and enthusiasm. Borders were 
weeded, and path edges trimmed. 
Also present was Paul Lomas and Alison 
Whitaker newly joined members who have 
also spent time at the Hall recently working 
on the gardens. We hope to see a lot more of 
them. 
 

 
Paul Lomas – the rockery above the lake 

 
Three community volunteers 

 

2019 Annual Garden Party 

On Sunday 7th July, on a perfect summers’ day, an 
estimated 2,200 men, women and children 
enjoyed an afternoon of garden party 
entertainment at Smithills Hall. And what a 

choice was available with 
an array of stalls selling 
craft items, food etc. bands 
playing, a choir singing, 
magic shows, storytelling, 
face painting, donkey rides, 
football penalty taking, pet 
holding, juggling, tightrope 
walking and an historic 
house to visit there was 

plenty to match every taste. 

 Early visitors were the Mayor of Bolton Hilary 
Fairclough with husband Ron as consort 
 

 
Circus skills were 
sponsored by the 
Friends of 
Smithills Hall – 
juggling, spinning 
plates, hoola 
hoops, tightrope 
walking – all were 
a hit with the 
children, and 
some adults! 

 

 
The Friends’ books stall with members Joan 
Sheppard, Ruth Ellison, and Ann Elliott-Clark. Also 
thanks to Derek and Stella Eccles and Alun Elliott-
Clark and, who with David Williams completed 
the Friends’ team. And congratulations to 
Christine Collins and staff at Bolton Council for 
their magnificent organisation. 
 

Diary Dates 

Heritage Day is Sunday 22nd September from 
12noon to 4pm. Guided tours will be given by the 
Friends and the Green Room above the 
Withdrawing Room will be open to the public.  
 
Available now: 1938 Charter Celebration at Smithills
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