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elcome to your winter edition of the 
Friends Bulletin. 
 

 

Winter 

I believe in process. I believe in four seasons. I 
believe that winter's tough, but spring's 
coming. I believe that there's a growing season. 
And I think that you realize that in life, you 
grow. You get better. 
 
Steve Southerland 
 

 

This Bulletin includes:-  

 

 The History of a Garden by Ann Marie 
Elliott-Clark 
 

 Did you know? 
 

 November Wreathlaying 2018 
 

 Christmas Social 
 

 Christmas Carols 
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The History of a Garden 

he gardens at Smithills Hall have 
features of different gardens down the 
ages. For example a medieval garden, 
when the Hospitallers were running 

Smithills Hall, would have had a small 
rectangular area called a herbarium to grow 
medicinal plants to serve the needs of the 
household and the local community. Herbs like 
lavender, sage and fennel for example, which 
you will find in our parterre would be grown in 
the herbarium. 

  

Parterre with volunteers 

The medieval garden would also have orchards 
and raised beds to grow the fruit and 
vegetables, a turf seat to sit on, and a mound to 
view the surrounding land outside it (though 
the current one maybe a Victorian rebuild). 

By Tudor times gardens had become much 
more formal with ornamental gardens called 
knot gardens made from box or thrift to 
enclose low growing shrubs and coloured 
gravels, with many wooden features such as 
statues, shields and railings, all of which would 
be richly coloured. Smithills has lost its wooden 
features but the decorative patterns, seen in 
the lawn when it was an old ladies home, is the 
decorative pattern of the box in the parterre 
today. Parterres remained fashionable 
throughout the seventeenth century getting 
more intricate due to the influence of the Dutch 
and the French. All of which was highly labour 
intensive.  

In Georgian times it became fashionable to 
sweep away this fussiness and create an English 

Landscape garden with views from 

 
East Wing and Chapel 

the house across the parkland and men like 
Capability Brown and William Kent removed the 
trees to the horizon so nature appeared to be 
on the doorstep Smithills Hall followed this 
fashion as can be seen in the portrait of it, in 
the tearoom dated about 1820 [above], it even 
includes the two gardeners needed to maintain 
it! Temples, obelisks and statues, bridges and 
water features became the focal points as you 
wandered through this open landscape. So too 
did the livestock, whether deer, sheep or cows. 
Open landscape with gardeners. 
With no barriers between them and the house, this 
brought the ha-ha into being. 

 

This barrier prevented livestock getting too 
close to the house while being hidden from 
sight when viewed from the house. The ha-ha, 
as can still be seen at Smithills, consists of a 
ditch with a stone retaining wall with a gentle 
slope down from the park. 
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Ha-Ha (right side of wall) 

The Victorians brought 
in carpet bedding 
which was again labour 
intensive but this form 
of planting continued 
to be popular in public 
parks and formal 
gardens well into the twentieth century, 
including working floral clocks often seen at the 
seaside. 

However the Victorians are best remembered 
for journeying around the world to bring back 
many of the exotic species of plants that we 
take for granted in our gardens today; Lilies, 
fuchsia (our American stinkweed on the path 
down to the brook) and rhododendrons in the 
walks around the house. 

As well as all the 
colourful exotic 
plants the Victorians 
also planted in cool 
palettes of greens – 
the ferneries; browns 
– the stumperies 
(made from stumps of 
trees) and greys – the 
rockeries. The 
Ainsworths brought in 
James Pulman and 
Sons, a firm of 

landscape gardeners, medal winners at the Great 

Exhibitions of 1851 and 1862 to create the ‘lake’ 
and waterfall. Pulhams were best known for the 
construction of rock gardens, follies and 
grottoes using natural stone and their own 

artificial rock called Pulhamite which was used 
to create the waterfall. 
So as you can see, a stroll around the gardens 
at Smithills Hall will take you through centuries 
of garden design. 

Ann Marie Elliott-Clark 

---------------------------------------------------------  

Did you know? 

ere are some facts you may or may not have 
known about King Henry VIII.1 

 

He was 6ft 2in tall. 
 

When he came to the throne, aged 18, he was 
pale-skinned, blue-eyed, and auburn-haired.  
He was a vigorous player of tennis, rider of 
horses and a skilled wrestler. 
 

What went wrong? 
A study of his suits of armour shows in 1512 he 
had a 32” waist. In the early 1520’s it was 35”, 
in 1545 it had increased to 54”. 
 

His weight reflected his increased girth. It is 
estimated that by the date of his death at 2pm 
on Friday 28th January 1547, he weighed 
between 25-30 stones. 
 
 

                                                           
1
 How fat was Henry VIII? by Raymond Lamont-Brown 
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Wreathlaying 2018 

The annual Friends Wreathlaying on the Memorial 
in Smithills Hall Chapel was held on the morning of 
9th November. The 100th anniversary of the signing 
of the Armistice was observed with readings and 
poems by the Friends of Smithills Hall. 
 

 
 
A wreath was laid on the Chapel Memorial by Bill 
Sheppard and a two minute silence observed. 
 

Ghost Nights 

Two fully booked up history and ghost tours were 
led by Friends guides Dorothy Lee, Ann Marie 
Elliott-Clark and David Williams in October and 
November, with positive feedback from visitors.  
 

Decking the Hall for Christmas 

 
                    Kissing Ring in the Great Hall 

Friend’s volunteers spent Friday morning on 30 
November putting up Christmas decorations 
principally in the Great Hall, Withdrawing Room, 
White Room, as well as the Bower, Solar, Library 
and Green Room. These decorations were in place 
until 4th January. Thanks go to Ann Marie Elliott 
Clark, members of the Craft Group and all the 
volunteers who helped put the decorations up and 
then took them down again! 
 

 
      Ann Marie in the Withdrawing Room 

Friends Christmas Social 

 
This year’s well 
attended event, on 
Thursday 6th December, 
welcomed Stuart Elliot 
(see above with 
Chairman David 
Williams) as a guest 
speaker presenting “The 
English Village in Tudor 
and Stuart Times”. The 
talk was followed by a 

potato pie supper and popular raffle. Thank you to 
all who attended and helped organise the event. 
 

The Christmas Carol Service 

The service organised by the Friends was held in the 
historic chapel on Wednesday evening on the 12th 
December. The service was conducted by the Rev. 
Michael Taylor and Rev. Vincent Whitworth and 
consisted of carols and readings. Mince pies and 
mulled wine followed. 
This was probably the Rev.Vincent’s last service as 
he is moving parishes. He was thanked for helping 
to make this such a much loved annual event. We 
wish him well for the future. 
Readings were given by David, Wendy, Ann and 
Margaret  
 

Margaret Koppens 

 
Sadly Margaret has announced that because of poor 
health she has regretfully had to resign as Secretary. 
This is a position that for the last ten years she has 
fulfilled with great distinction. She will continue as a 
member and Committee member where her 
experience and knowledge will be invaluable. 


