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W

elcome to your summer edition
of the Friends Bulletin.

 The concluding part of Ann Marie’s
The ‘Romance of Smithills Hall’

The Hall gardens have burst into life
tended by dedicated volunteers. A visit to
the Hall is not complete without a stroll in
the sunshine to admire them. The quote
below seems apt.

 The Annual General Meeting 2018
 Dates for your diary

“And so with the sunshine and the great
bursts of leaves growing on the trees, just as
things grow in fast movies, I had that
familiar conviction that life was beginning
over again with the summer.” -F. Scott
Fitzgerald - The Great Gatsby

The Romance of Smithills
Hall
by Ann Marie Elliott-Clark
(Continued from Bulletin 32)

N

This Bulletin includes:-

ot that all ran smoothly between
Robert and Margery as can be
seen from extracts from the
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poem that Robert wrote, or had written,
of his courtship of Margery Legh. It was
common for wealthy educated men at
this time to write poetry. Likening
himself to a knight we find that Margery
was not impressed with his wooing.

Up sprang at once that stalwart knight
To save the fainting fair;
The beast rushed on in fury’s might,
Like tiger from his lair
The death-sick maiden swooned away;
The knight his falchion dyed
In the heart’s blood of maddened foe,
As the antler pierced his side!
Slowly the maiden oped her eyes,
And gently raised her head;
The knight lay stretched out by her side,
Close by the red deer dead.
Long, long, Sir Robert Barton lay
His life in jeopordie,
And ever by his side was seen
The weeping Margery Legh

Margery Legh

But all’s well that ends well………
Well wot I that thou lovest me well
And wouldest for me have died;
Oh take me to thy noble heart
Thy loving willing bride
Interestingly, when Margery died
Randall Barton paid 12d per annum in
rent in soccage by fealty to the late
Priory of St. John of Jerusalem as land
held of the king.
Moving on from the gallant knights we
now find a mystery, George Marsh’s
footprint.
Outside the door of the withdrawing
room you will see the martyr’s footprint.
George Marsh, a farmer from Deane had
become a protestant preacher during
the time of Edward VI. Unfortunately
when Edward died the throne was given
to his elder sister Mary, who as a
staunch Catholic, insisted everyone
revert back to the old faith. So it was
that George Marsh was summoned to
Smithills to answer charges of heresy for
preaching the wrong religion.
Robert Barton as Justice of the Peace for
the area, questioned George Marsh and

Robert Barton

I’ll ever be a gladsome maid,
And list to no lover’s tongues;
There’s never knight in this countrie
Shall hold me a captive long’
Then up she sprang, and she left her lute
Under the greenwood tree;
Alone with quick step she sought the
hall;
The knight sighed pensivelie.
Then fate takes a hand as a herd of wild
deer are driven through the water at
Lyme Park
On sprang the deer with rapid bound.
Their wild eyes flashing fire;
A stag of ten his antlers lowered
To vent on them his ire.
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finding he had a case to answer decided
to send him to Lathom House to stand
before the Earl of Derby.

as well as those who sacrificed their
lives, thereby recognising the bravery of
them all.

When he came down from the Green
room it is said he slammed his foot down
uttering the words
“I wish there to be a memorial to the
wickedness of my enemies”
As testament to his faith the footprint
can be seen to this day. George Marsh
was later burnt as a heretic on the
outskirts of Chester on the 24th April
1555.
How can the footprint be stamped into a
flagstone, the indentation of the shoe
for all to see, the blood from the foot
itself?

WW1 Memorial

Edwin Clarke 1895 – 1916
Edwin Clarke was the son of the butler
and his wife who acted as housekeeper.
He died aged 21 on the first day of the
Battle of the Somme. His brother Frank
is named as one who fought and
returned, but he had been gassed and
later died of his injuries.

Tilly Houghton, another mystery.
Legend has it that during the Ainsworth’s
time in the house, 1801-1938, a maid by
the name of Tilly or Rachel Houghton
was jilted by her young man and being
unable to carry on, threw herself down
the staff’s stairs, landing on the stone
flags of the servant’s corridor. Shortly
afterwards her face appeared in one of
them and from time to time people hear
footsteps following them down the
corridor when there is no-one there. But
did she really want to kill herself?
It has been suggested that she may have
been pregnant and being desperate tried
to lose the child by flinging herself down
those stairs to bring about a miscarriage.
Also the stair is a twisty one, could she
have been late for her duties and
perhaps caught her heel in the hem of
her skirt or maybe on a stair? Either way,
the footsteps suggest that she is not
happy with the outcome and continues
to haunt the scene of her death.

Peter Weir 1893 – 1917
The under gamekeeper at the start of
WW1, Peter was shot in the thigh at
Gallipoli and was sent to Malta to recooperate. He returned to fight in France
where he was killed by shellfire and
buried in Calais.
Family members were also called up to
fight, Colonel Ainsworth’s nephew.
Adrian Grant Duff 1869 - 1914
Adrian Duff was a Lieutenant Colonel
who was killed in action at the Battle of
Aisne in Picardie whilst bringing supplies
to the front.
Conclusions
As you can see, Smithills is full of
romance in its various forms, love affairs
of the Bartons, spirit of excitement and
inclined to mysteries, as well as chivalric
knights and poetry describing a
courtship and the winning of a lady’s
hand, concluding with the bravery and

World War 1 Memorial
The first thing to note is that the names
of the men who returned from the war

Working in partnership with Bolton Council
3

sense of adventure of men caught up in
the excitement of war.

After the speaker Sir William thanked the
Friends for their hard work and dedication
to helping sustain the Hall.

Resources
W D Billington
Smithills Hall
D Williams: Research of WW1 memorial

There followed the Chairman’s report, the
Secretary’s report and the Treasurers
report.

AME-C
Officers and Committee members were
re-elected and an addition Committee
member,
Christine
Walker,
was
appointed.

Annual General Meeting
6 June 2018

T

he Friends 29th Annual General
Meeting was held in the Devey
Room at Smithills Hall on
Wednesday 6th June 2018.

Dates for your diary

We were delighted that Sir William Goring
(our President) and his wife Stephanie
were able to make the long journey from
home to be with us.

Annual Garden Party
8th July 2018
12 – 4pm.
There will be lots of fun activities for all
ages at the annual, ever popular, garden
party - these include:Circus Skills Workshops (sponsored by the
Friends),
Craft and Food Stalls,
Donkey rides,
Live Music,
Face Painting,
Magic Shows (in the Devey Room),
Bolton FM,
Storytelling (a performance tour outside
the Hall for children),
Craft activities
and lots more.

Sir William & Stephanie Goring
There will be normal Car parking (see
website for details) plus arrangements are
being made to open an area for parking
behind the old Coaching house complex.

After a Buffet lunch our speaker, Elaine
Taylor, told us about the history of
Rivington Gardens, how it was built and
how visits to Europe had influenced its
design; and something of the progress
being made to return it to its former state.
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