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Welcome 
Welcome to your spring edition of the Friends 
newsletter. 
“I enjoy the spring more than the autumn 
now. One does, I think, as one gets older.”  
― Virginia Woolf, Jacob's Room 
 
This Bulletin includes: 
 

 a look at the personality of Isabella 
               Margaret Ainsworth (Part 4) 
 

  dates for your diary 
 

  the West Wing restorations 
 

 Tea Room progress, 
 

 

Isabella Margaret- The Person 

What was Isabella Margaret Ainsworth 
(née Vaughan) like as a person and how 
was she regarded by those who knew her 
or were close to her? 
 
The Colonel and his wife had a busy social 
life. Frequent dinner and house parties 
were held at Smithills Hall and many 
grouse shooting parties left the Hall to 
seek out grouse, partridge and pheasant 
on the moors. The Ainsworth’s moved in 
influential and wealthy circles. Visitors to 
the Hall included author Nathaniel 
Hawthorne who was the American Consul 
in Liverpool. The Colonel and Isabella met 
Nathaniel Hawthorne when they dined at 
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Mr J P Heywood’s house in Liverpool in 
April 1855. 
Isabella’s interests and activities were 
more religious. She hung texts 
‘promiscuously about’ the hall in all sorts 
of places, even over the magnificent 
panelling, from the Barton Withdrawing 
Room which had been transferred from its 
original location into the new west wing 
[now the Tea Room]. ‘The lady was of the 
evangelical persuasion extremely devout 
and a strict tee-totaller’ She ran a 
women’s bible class in the Dome Room at 
the Hall which had formerly been the 
Billiard Room. Billiards was a game of 
which she did not approve.1[However 
Nathaniel Hawthorne recounts in his diary 
that when he visited Smithills Hall, after 
dinner, there were two card-parties in the 
dining room one of which was a game of 
Vingt-et-un and the other a game of 
whist, at which Mrs Ainsworth and he lost 
several shillings to a Mrs Halton and Mr 
Gaskell.[ Clearly Isabella was not averse to 
an occasional flutter! Ed.] 
Also on her agenda was a Sunday school 
for local children and one participant in 
his younger days was a local boy called 
Haggas Bryan. His description of Isabella 
was penned later in life and he described 
her thus:- 
“She was not a prepossessing woman, but 
was endowed with great charm of 
manner. Her cardinal virtues were 
simplicity, deep personal piety and a great 
affection for children2 and animals. One of 
her favourite dogs is buried in the Hall 
grounds and a tiny, white tombstone with 
the following inscription perpetuates its 
memory: ‘Multum in parvo.’ In memory of 
little Bess, in whom we lose sagacity, love 
and fidelity, she was of the rarest beauty, 
and although the smallest of her race yet 
possessed of the most lion-hearted 
courage. Obit January 13th, 1873, aetat 6” 
About 1888 the Colonel and Isabella 
arranged to take under their wing four 
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 Sadly she was childless. She would have made an 

ideal mother. 

little girls who came from Salford 
children’s home or convent run by 
community nuns. This is rather surprising 
for the little girls reportedly came 
originally from Roman Catholic families 
and the Ainsworth’s were stoutly 
evangelical Church of England. They were 
brought up, fed, clothed and educated by 
the Ainsworths, dividing their time 
between Smithills and the other 
Ainsworth home at Moss Bank. They were 
in the charge of a lady who was said to be 
German but as her name was Miss Rosetti 
it would seem more likely that she was 
Italian. The writer [W D Billington] 
obtained this information from a Mrs 
Diana Leigh whose grandmother was one 
of these little girls; she was called Annie 
May Campion. 
According to Mrs Leigh the children were 
not actually adopted and never called the 
Colonel and his wife father and mother, or 
even uncle and aunt. They appear to be 
examples of charity at work.  
 

 
 

Mrs Leigh’s grandmother, Annie May, 
remained at Smithills until she was 18 but 
then ran away to get married. Research 
shows that Annie May was born in 13th 
December 1882 in Salford Union 
Workhouse. Her mother Mary 
Shaughnessy was 35, her father James 
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Campion aged 40. Annie May married 
Simeon Rigby on 31st May 1901 and 
subsequently had eight children. She 
continued to live in Bolton until her death 
in 25th September 1969 aged 86. She is 
buried at St. Peter’s, Halliwell. 
 
There is correspondence3 from a lady who 
thinks her great grandmother was one of 
these four children. She has found that 
her relative was removed with three other 
children from her parents and home by 
the NSPCC and placed into an industrial 
school/children’s’ home. From there she 
went to Smithills Hall. The story she has is 
that whilst at Smithills the child, Florence, 
travelled around in a coach and had a 
servant. She also learned some French as 
she taught the correspondents’ 
grandmother a few words. Coming from 
an impoverished working class 
background she would have learnt this 
whilst at Smithills. Florence as an adult 
reunited with her parents and some of her 
siblings. Florence was the only sibling not 
to be forcibly removed to Canada as 
children. The family have a letter from 
‘May’ to Florence which may be from 
Annie May.  
 
There are some clues about the character 
of Isabella from the writings of a cousin of 
Richard Henry. Clara Annabel Huth 
Jackson wrote a book entitled ‘A Victorian 
Childhood’ published in 1932. 
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Annabel Huth Jackson aged 20 years 

Annabel was very fond of Isabella whom 
she called ‘Nono’ although she was also 
called Sally or Isabel amongst her 
familiars. Annabel’s brother was Adrian 
Grant Duff who died in the 1914-18 war 
and who appears on the War Memorial in 
Smithills Hall Chapel. The book contains 
much information about the times she 
spent at the Hall in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. She also spent time with 
them at Winwick Warren.  
 
[To be continued} 
 

Diary dates 

The Annual General Meeting will be on 
Wednesday 7th June starting at 1pm. The 
guest speaker will be Peter Turner who is 
a magician. [I have seen him and 
thoroughly enjoyed his performance]. 
Details of the event will be posted to all 
members. 
 
The Smithills Hall Garden Party will be on 
Sunday 9th July 2017 starting at 12 noon 
and ending at 4pm. This not to be missed 
event will feature activities for all the 
family. Watch the website 
(www.friendsofsmithillshall.co.uk) for 
details as they are confirmed.  
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The Annual Wreath Laying on the Chapel 
Memorial will be on Friday 10th November 
(The Hall is closed on Saturday) 
 
The Friends Christmas Social will be on 
Thursday 7th December 2017 with the 
popular Joanne Halliwell as the guest 
speaker. 
 
The Friends Christmas Carol Service will 
be in the Hall Chapel on Wednesday 13th 
December. 
 

West Wing Renovations 

 

 
 
Above are two copies of photographs 
(apologies for the quality) showing some 
of the progress in the Devey Room in early 
April. 
 
The estimated completion date for all 
works is 28 April 2017. 
 
The fine Victorian ceiling is being repaired 
and repainted. The wall panels shown in 
the second picture have since been 
treated and restored and the photograph 
gives a glimpse of the ‘walk in’ fire place. 

The renovated bay window is now open to 
the rest of the room with all partitioning 
and accessories removed.  
The adjacent small kitchen and toilet area 
refurbishment is well underway as is the 
work on the room above the entrance 
porch which will be used as a staff room. 
External repairs are now (early April) well 
advanced. 
 
A major development is that a new fire 
alarm system is being installed throughout 
all of the Hall buildings. The work should 
be complete by the end of April. 
 

Tea Room 

“An Expression of Interest – Operation of 
a Tea Room / Café within Smithills Hall” 
has been advertised by Bolton Council for 
a permanent tenant for the tea room. It 
has been advertised in the local 
newspaper the Bolton News and on 
websites ‘The Chest’ and ‘The Caterer’. All 
those people who have expressed an 
interest to the Council since January 2017 
have been sent a tender pack. The closing 
date for responses is 28th April 2017.  
 
The Council are equipping the old kitchen 
area (formerly the Butler’s room) and will 
be providing tables and chairs for the tea 
room (the Ainsworth’s former dining 
room)  
 
Bolton Council is welcoming proposals 
that promote healthy eating, minimise 
and consider the visual impact of the tea 
room. When the deadline is passed a 
team from Bolton Council will assess the 
merits of each bid. 
 
 
 
Bulletin 27: Errata -: The eagled eyed amongst 
you will have identified two factual errors in 
the last Bulletin. 
1). the fire is the chapel was of course 160 
years ago not 60 years.  
2). Isabella Ainsworth died on 21st January 
1925 and not as stated in June 1925. 
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