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The Life and Times of Isabella
Margaret Vaughan (Part 3)

Welcome
“Winter is the time for comfort, for good food
and warmth, for the touch of a friendly hand
and for a talk beside the fire: it is the time for
home.” Edith Sitwell “What good is the
warmth of summer, without the cold of
winter to give it sweetness.” John Steinbeck

By David Williams

Included in this six page edition are:- Part 3 of
The Life and Times of Isabella Margaret
Vaughan; the conclusion of the story of the
Halliwell Brass Band; public and members
events at the Hall; approval for the internal
and internal repairs to the Devey wing and
Ainsworth Room (including entrance hall),
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“In 1897 Colonel Ainsworth visited the school
and was very pleased with the ‘Pole Drill’.
Snow storms and drift occurred, and four
children were absent with diphtheria"2.

The background to the Ainsworth’s
involvement in the establishment of the
school on Colliers Row is thus described:- In
“1880 the keen interest shown by Mr. Richard
Ainsworth of Moss Bank, in the education of
the children of Halliwell, was likewise shown
by his sons Peter and John Horrocks
Ainsworth who conveyed a plot of land
adjoining the highway from Horwich to
Belmont on Smithills Dean in the township of
Halliwell-for a site upon which to erect a
building to be used as a school for the
education of adults, or children, only of the
labouring and manufacturing and poorer
classes, united to the Incorporated National
Society for the Education in the Principles of
the Established Church. The control and
management to be vested in the donors, their
heirs and assignees and officiating minister for
the time being of Smithills Chapel”1. So begins
the Ainsworth’s close interest in the school
close to their estate. In 1884, Mrs Ainsworth
visited the New Colliers Row primary school
and gave the children a treat (quite what that
was is not known).

Colliers Row School

On Sunday 31st March 1901 they are back at
The Warren with Richard described as a
Magistrate. Isabella is 60. They have five
servants living-in on that date. They are a
Housekeeper, Lady’s Maid, House Maid,
Scullery Maid and Footman (A “British
Subject” born in Nepal (“Nepaul”) called Paul
Jetman). Domestic servants include a Cook,
two Housemaids, a Kitchen Maid and John
Simpson the Butler.

Isabella is 50 years of age when she is shown
on the 1891 census in residence in Smithills
Hall. Husband Richard is shown as a Bleacher
& Dyer – he is 52. With them is William S
Standen, Chaplain and Clerk in Holy Orders.
He was born in Middlesex, London. William
Standen was with Richard Henry when on the
28th October 1921 they unveiled the 1914-18
Memorial in Smithills Chapel. Elizabeth
Stringer is still the Housekeeper and her
daughter Eleanor now lives in New Colliers
Row and at aged 38 is a ‘National School
Mistress’, probably at the local school on New
Colliers Row.

When the 1911 census was taken, on Sunday
2nd April, the Ainsworth’s were at their home
in Canford Chine, Canford Cliffs, in
Bournemouth. The house had 13 rooms and
was close to The Chine which led down to a
now popular beach.
Isabella was aged 70 and Richard was 72 living
on ‘Private Means’.
Staying with them was their niece Augusta
Vaughan, single aged 45. She is living on
‘Private Means’. I believe her father was
Charles Vaughan, Rector of Christ Church, St
Leonard’s although her precise relationship to
the Isabella branch of the Vaughan family is as
yet unclear. With them in Bournemouth were
a Cook, Housemaid, Lady’s maid, Kitchen maid
and footman most of whom were born in the
South of England.
On 26th January 1915 Mrs Ainsworth
presented six rose trees for the garden at
Colliers Row School. The school finally closed
in July 1971. The weather was unfavourable,
and packages of books were saturated with

New Colliers Row & School
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Snippets from the school log – Halliwell Local
History Society

2 Halliwell Local History Society
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the rain, so they were unpacked, dried, then
re-packed and taken to the new school Smithills Dean Church of England Primary
School, Smithills Dean Road, Bolton. This
school was finally dedicated and opened on
Saturday, 20th January, 1973.

his proposed address in the UK as being
Winwick Warren with the profession of
‘Farmer’. He died 27 January 1979 and left
£363,262.
Isabella
and
Richard
Henry
are
commemorated in Smithills Chapel on the
North wall near the passage door.

Isabella Margaret died on 23rd June 1925 aged
85 years. Her death is recorded in the records
of the Daventry area of Nottinghamshire close
to where she spent her childhood. She was
buried at St Peter’s Bolton on 27th April 1925
by the Vicar Percy Scott. Also commemorated
is Richard Henry who died at Winwick Warren
14 months after Isabella. Richard was buried
on 26th June 1926 aged 87 at St Peter’s by P
Marr Davies. Shown is a photograph of
Isabella’s gravestone in St Peter’s churchyard,
Bolton (close to Moss Bank Park where she
and Henry initially moved when they
married). Although shown as 85 she is
recorded as 84 on the burial register.

[To be continued in the next Bulletin– after
the facts; what about Isabella as a person?]

THE HALLIWELL BRASS
BAND AND WORLD WAR
ONE (Part 2)
By Margaret Koppens
One of the first of the Band to enlist was
Richard Ella Fell who was born in 1896 in
Filey, Yorkshire, the son of Thomas and
Ada Fell who by 1911 had moved to
Bolton. He enlisted on the 8th September,
1914 with the 9th Battalion the Loyal
North Lancashire Regiment and attained
the rank of Lance Corporal. He was killed
on the 22nd October 1918 and he is buried
in the Honnechy British Cemetery, Nord,
France and is remembered on the
following memorials, Halliwell Brass Band,
Bank Top U.R.C. Church and the Bolton
County Borough Roll of Honour.

When Lord Kitchener called for volunteers
George Kay enlisted on the 23rd February
1917 at the age of 39. George was the son
of Jesse and Margaret Kay of Bolton and
was living in Halliwell with his wife Ellen.
In November 1917 George was wounded
and invalided home, later returning to
France to join the 5th Battalion, North
Staffordshire Regiment. He was killed in
action of the 2nd May, 1918 leaving behind
his wife and three young children. He was
buried in the Klein-Vierstraat British
Cemetery, Heuvelland, West-Vlaanderen,

Following the ‘Colonel’s’ death the 215 acres
of the Winwick Warren estate were sold in a
public auction at the Royal George, Rugby on
May 16th 1927 where they were bought by a
Captain Philip L Ransom.
There is a record of UK, Incoming Passenger
Lists which shows Captain Philip Lucas
Ransom, who arrives from Brisbane, Australia
at Tilbury on 6th April 1932. The record shows
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Belgium, and he is remembered on the
Halliwell Brass Band and the Bolton
County Borough Roll of Honour.

rapidly forward and was able to cover the
advance of the platoon to the objectives.
His example of courage and coolness was
exceptionally high’.
Stanley lived with his parents in Halliwell
before enlisting and was a railway
employee.

Sergeant James Morley was the first band
member to gain the D.C.M. and also the
first member of the 1-5th Loyal North
Lancashire Regiment to be so honoured.
The medal was awarded in July 1915 for
distinguished conduct on the field during
March, April and May. He was a veteran of
the Boer War serving in the King’s Own
Scottish Borderers where he gained two
medals with clasps and had the rank of
Sergeant. He was married and lived in
Halliwell.

During the Second World War most of the
players were called up or went to work on
munitions and the band never really
recovered and they disbanded in the early
1950’s.
In 2014/15 the Halliwell Band Roll of
Honour housed at Bolton Museum was
found to be in a bad condition and
subsequently, in order to preserve it,
Halliwell Local History Society paid for its
restoration, conservation and framing.

Sergeant Albert Morrison was a drill
instructor to the King’s Hall Boys Brigade,
Bolton before he enlisted during the
recruiting campaign in January 1915
joining the Seaforth Highlanders and sent
to France. He was awarded the D.C.M. in
June 1917; he was married and lived in
Halliwell and employed at the Horwich
Loco Works, Bolton.

Events at the Hall
Visitors were treated to a dancing
costume display by a ‘Jane Austen
group Regency Rejigged. On Sunday
October they did three interesting
well supported performances.

Corporal Stanley Spedding was the
youngest of four sons of Thomas and
Mary Alice Spedding of Halliwell. He was
baptised on the 6th August 1899 and
enlisted in February 1915 to join his three
brothers, all of whom were over 6ft. tall,
and already at the front. He was awarded
the D.C.M. in August 1918 while serving
with the 1-10th Battalion Manchester
Regiment at Reincourt. The official record
read as follows - ‘In an advance he was in
charge of a Lewis Gun Section in the
second wave. Seeing the first wave held up
by machine gun fire, he at once worked his
section round on the right flank of the
platoon, and getting to close quarters
silenced the enemy guns. He then pushed

and
era’
23rd
and

The first two of the winter Ghost Night
tours were held on Thursday 27th October
and 24th November with Friends’ Guides
Ann Marie, Dorothy and David, for 23 and
28 interested visitors respectively.
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NB. The 60th anniversary of the fire which
destroyed the Chapel was on 15th
November 2016.

Devey Wing renovations
Consent has been given by Bolton Council
for the internal and external renovation of
the ‘Devey’ wing including the Ainsworth
Room, Entrance Hall, passageway to the
Devey Room and rooms off. There are
detailed conditions attached to the
consent to ensure that the integrity of the
Grade I listed building is protected. It is
understood that a contractor has been
identified and detailed discussions with
the contractor are underway. No time
scale for the start of the work is yet
known. The Friends website will keep you
up to date with developments between
Bulletins.

Friends Christmas Social
The annual Christmas Social was held for
the first time on a Thursday, on 8th
December 2016. There was an excellent
turn out of members and friends to hear
the very popular speaker Joanne Halliwell,
who entertained the assembly with her
tale of Betsy and how she became a
housekeeper.

Chapel Memorial
We held our annual wreath laying on the
Chapel Memorial on 11th November. As
well as members of the Friends, relatives
and partners (see photograph) we were
delighted to be joined by school-children
who were in the Hall as part of their
curriculum learning. They gave the event a
family feel and they were exceptionally
well behaved. David did an introduction
and talked about Humphrey and John
England. There were readings by Joan,
Dorothy, and Bill did the Exultation and
laid the wreath. Everyone gathered
outside the Chapel door and poppies were
placed in the border.

Joanne as Betsy
By popular demand we are hoping to
invite Joanne to perform for us again at
our Christmas 2017 Social.
Carol Service.
The Friends’ annual Carol Service was held
in the Chapel on Wednesday 14th
December. The Service, of carols and
readings, was conducted by the Reverend
Vincent (Vinny) Whitworth, with the
Reverend Michael Taylor accompanying
on the organ. The Service was well
attended by Members and friends who
enjoyed minced pies and mulled wine in
the Dome room after the Service.
Our thanks go to Joan Sheppard and Ruth
Ellison, Joint Event Organisers, who were
responsible for the excellent arrangement
of both events.

Wreath laying 2016
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Tea Room
You may by now have heard that SM
Restaurants have decided to no longer
provide service in the Tea Room (from the
end of December) and had given Bolton
Council notice to that effect. They have
removed their property (tables, chairs,
kitchen equipment etc.). Bolton Council
issued the following statement Bolton

Geoff Halliwell
The Friends were very sorry to hear of
the passing of Geoff Halliwell, who was
a long-time
member
of the
Friends. He
2017
Friends
Diary
Dates
died on 28th November 2016 aged 73
years. We wish to extend our sympathy
to all who knew him.

Library and Museum services are sorry that
SM Restaurants will not be operating at
Smithills
Hall
after
24th
December
2016. However it is our intention to find an
alternative provider as soon as possible.

Friends Diary Dates - 2017

It is understand that the Council are
seeking bids from contractors and hope to
publish tender details by the end of
January for the running of the Hall Tea
Room. Bids from contractors are likely to
be accepted until the end of February and
the Council hope that new providers will
be in place in April.
For the interim they are likely to provide a
drink and snack service only, until then.
The Friends of Smithills will of course
provide what support we can during this
time.



The Wreath Laying service is planned
for Friday 10th November starting at
1045 hrs.



The Christmas Social will be on
Thursday 7th December.



The Christmas Carol Service will be on
Wednesday 13th December.



The AGM will be early June (7 or 14)
to be arranged.

Members will of course receive letters with
more detail before each event.

Updates will be provided to members in
future Bulletins and via the website at
www.friendsofsmithillshall.co.uk

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Ed.
The website is updated weekly and provides
comprehension information for members of
the Friends and the public. Comments on the
site are always welcome as is any
correspondence on the Bulletin and its
contents.
Ed.
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