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Welcome 

“Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is 
a flower.” Albert Camus (Philosopher) 
What a nice way to greet the change of 
season as we move from the Friends 
hectic summer to the earlier nights when 
we start talking to the public about ghosts 
in the Hall. I hope you have had a good 
summer despite or because of the 
weather. This edition of your Bulletin 
includes:- 

 The second part of the Life and 
Times of Isabella Ainsworth 

 The Halliwell Brass Band and WW1 

 The Garden Party 

 Dates for your diary 
 

The Life and Times of Isabella 
Margaret Vaughan (Part 2) 

By David Williams 
 

 
Isabella & Richard Henry Ainsworth 
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In 1861 Isabella, together with her sister Lucy, 
is in Horsham, Sussex on census day, Sunday 
7th April. She is at the home of her wealthy 
uncle Charles Gilbert Eversfield and his wife 
also called Isabella. Charles was her step 
mother Mary’s brother. Her uncle is described 
as a ‘Landed Proprietor’ having inherited the 
land from his father James who died in 1826. 
They have 11 servants and live in Denne 
House, Horsham. Also on the census are a 
Lodge, School, Toll Gate, ‘House in Park’ and 
Barrack Field etc. The estate is reported to 
cover 1,200 acres. 
 

 
Denne House, Horsham 

 
When and how did Isabella meet Richard 
Henry Ainsworth? The records I have seen do 
not give any indication of this. Although one 
record shows Isabella getting married in April 
1866 aged 25 and then getting married to a 
second husband (Richard Henry Ainsworth) in 
1867 aged 26. No other record shows this and 
it almost certainly is a mistake by the 
researcher who recorded it. The normally 
accepted fact is that Isabella married Richard 
Henry in April 1866 in Basford, 
Nottinghamshire and they went to live 
together in Moss Bank, Bolton (photo). 
Richard succeeded Peter Ainsworth in 1870 
and took up residence in Smithills Hall after 
1871 making a big impact on its development 
in subsequent years. Payments to the 
Architect employed to design the changes to 
the Hall, George Devey, start in June 1874 
(first payment was £25). 
The Sunday 2nd April 1871 census shows 
Isabella and Henry living at Moss Bank, Bolton 
and staying with them was Isabella’s father 
John James Vaughan (his second wife Mary 
died 3rd June 1872). Henry was described as 
Justice of the Peace. Land Proprietor and 
Master Bleacher. They had 14 servants living 

with them plus pupil-teacher, Irish born 
Eleanor Francis Stringer, daughter of the 
Housekeeper Elizabeth Jane Stringer who was  
 

 
Moss Bank Hall 

born in Wicklow, Ireland. It was therefore 
around this time that the Ainsworths started 
to help Eleanor with patronage and this 
subsequently led to her involvement when 
the Ainsworth’s became supporters of New 
Colliers Row School in Smithills. 
 
On Sunday 3rd April 1881 the Ainsworths are 
recorded on the census as being in residence 
for the first time on a census day at The 
Warren House, Winwick in Daventry, 
Northamptonshire. This is not that far away 
from where Isabella was born and spent her 
childhood. This is generally considered to be 
their winter residence although in later life 

 Winwick Warren 

they spent increasing amounts of time there. 
This estate was owned by the Ainsworth’s for 
some 50 years. They played an active part in 
Winwick life. Richard’s roles included time as 
a church warden until he fell out with the 
incoming rector, the Rev Charles Page Eden 
who wished to make it a ‘higher’ church. As a 
result of this the Ainsworths set up, in 1904, a 
mission church in Winwick. This missionary 
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approach was also reflected in the trappings 
and services at Smithills Chapel.  
 
On the census Richard is described as a 
Landed Proprietor. Isabella is 40 years of age. 
They have on that day four visitors staying at 
the house; Leila and Beatrice Bethune, and 
Susan Bell and Isabella M Entwisle who were 
born in Clitheroe. The Bethune sisters’ mother 
and father were Anne Isabella Mary and 
Charles Eversfield with whom Isabella 
Margaret Ainsworth stayed in 1861 at Denne 
House, Horsham. The Eversfield’s have seven 
domestic servants and staying with them is 
Eleanor F Stringer who is now a school 
mistress. [to be continued] 
 

THE HALLIWELL BRASS 

BAND AND WORLD WAR 

ONE  

By Margaret Koppens 

Part 1 

The earliest mention of what may later have 

become the Jubilee Band is an announcement 

in the Bolton Chronicle dated 9th February 

1828. ‘A concert took place in the Jubilee 

Sunday School on Wednesday evening last. 

The selection consisted principally of sacred 

music. We understand that this concert was 

given in order to encourage several of the 

young men employed in the works of Messrs 

Ainsworth, to practise music, with an ultimate 

view to their teaching at the Sunday school. 

We should suppose that this laudable motive 

will be attended with success. The room was 

crowded in every part.’   

 

The incarnation of the band was in 1859, 

taking the name of ‘Jubilee Band’ from St 

Peter’s Jubilee school, Halliwell, where they 

held their practice sessions. It was about this 

time that they became the official band of the 

Rifle Volunteers and in this capacity they 

played at the opening of the Bolton Town Hall 

in 1873. However by this time they had 

severed their ties with St Peter’s and moved 

to St Paul’s, Halliwell Road and changed their 

name to Halliwell Band, adding ‘Prize’ to their 

name in about 1904. They gave a 

performance in Queen’s Park in July 1904, 

although it was reported that ‘a melancholy 

interest’ was attached to the performance 

owing to the death of Bandmaster Range and 

out of respect to his memory the band played 

the Dead March. From 1910 until the 

outbreak of war they won the Reynolds Shield 

of the Manchester Amateur Brass Band 

Association three times, the Thomas Mann 

Cup and numerous other prizes. It was said 

locally that on Christmas morning they would 

start to play carols at the Ainsworth Arms and 

proceed down Halliwell Road playing at all the 

pubs en route.  

 

The Gregory family of Halliwell maintained an 

unbroken association with the band for over 

75 years with father, brothers and son also 

taking on roles at various times of bandmaster 

and secretary. Sir Knowles Edge of Great 

Marld, Church Road was a great supporter of 

the band in the early part of the 20th century 

and in later years they were sponsored by 

Henry Crossley (Packings) Limited of Hill Mill, 

Halliwell.   

 

When the First World War broke out 22 men 

from the band enlisted, two of them were 

killed and three were awarded the D.C.M. 

They are all remembered on a Roll of Honour 

to the Band which is held in the Bolton 

Museum Archives.  

[to be continued] 
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Garden Party 

The crowds flocked in to the annual 
Garden Party held at the Hall on Sunday 
24th July. Over 1,700 attended and saw 
birds of prey, sheep, goats, alpacas, 
rabbits, donkey rides, slides, Tudor arms 
displays etc. around the Hall. Inside was a 
BFG workshop in the Great Hall, a story 
reader was in the Withdrawing Room and 
the Bennett Ladies Choir took it in turns 
with a Sax band, to entertain in the 
Chapel.  

 
Friends’ volunteers sell second hand books in the old 
kitchen 

The Friends raised funds selling second-
hand books in the old kitchen. 
Refreshments were available, provided by 
the Tea Room. The Bolton FM radio 
station broadcast live from the Hall 
gardens and provided loud speaker 
announcements to keep visitors informed 
of activities. 
Visitors expressed their enjoyment of the 
event as they left the grounds. Thanks to 
all our volunteers for their time and 
support and a special mention is 
appropriate for the hard work of the 
garden volunteers. The gardens looked 
splendid. 
 
Heritage Sunday was 11th September and 
the Green Room was opened to the public 
with Friends’ volunteer support. Guided 
tours were given. At the same time the 
Woodland Trust organised a Mass 
Trespass walk which started at the Hall. 

 
 

Dates for your Diary 

 
Ghost Nights start again on Thursday 27th 
October starting at 7pm. The November 
ghost & history tour is on Thursday 24th 
from 7pm. Tours cost £8 and £7 for 
concessions. 
Pre booking is essential. Phone (01204) 
332377 
 Medieval Graffiti. Greater Manchester 
Medieval Society, led by Carolanne King, 
will be arranging a short training course in 
October with the support of Bolton 
Council. Friends’ members are invited to 
learn how to identify such ‘graffiti’ in the 
Hall. Watch the web page for details or 
register an interest with any Committee 
Member. 
Wreath Laying on the 1914-18 Memorial 
will be on 11th November with the short 
commemoration starting at 1045am. Just 
come along and join us. 
A Craft Fair will be held in the Hall on 
Sunday 4th December from 11am to 4pm. 
The Friends Christmas Social will be on 
Thursday 8th December from 7pm. 
The Friends Christmas Carol Service will 
be on Wednesday 14th December from 
7pm in the Chapel. 
Group tours 
Friend’s guides continue to provide a 
increasing number of interesting and 
informative history tours to appreciative 
groups from a wide area around the North 
West of England and beyond. 
 
Details of the Friends events will be 
posted to members. Other events can be 
viewed online at 
www.friendsofsmithillshall.co.uk  

 

http://www.friendsofsmithillshall.co.uk/

