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Welcome 

This edition of the Bulletin features: 
 

 Time Travellers project 

 Our American Cousins 

 Pew rents at Smithills Chapel 1815 

 Malcolm Howe’s book  

 Dates for your diary  

 Albert Hornby 
 

 
 

Time Travellers Project 

The Friends were invited to participate in a 
project supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and submitted by Janet Rhodes of Playing for 
Success.  
 
The main aims of the project were about sharing 
the heritage of Smithills Hall with new and first 
time visitors, children, young people and families. 
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The intention was to inspire and motivate 
children and young people to learn about the 
Hall’s history and to understand the importance 
and relevance of the Hall’s conservation to their 
local community. The project would create and 
exhibit children’s work to help them develop 
community pride. 
The thirteen children who took part, pictured 
below, came from Holy Infants & St Anthony 
Roman Catholic Primary School, Smithills. 
 

 
 
The children came to the Hall one evening per 
week for eight weeks starting on 12th January 
2016 
 
Their activities included a tour of the Hall given 
by costumed Friends Ann Marie and David. They 
visited the hall rooms to meet some of the main 
characters (actors) who lived there, role playing, 
dressing in period costume (whilst being filmed 
and photographed for the project end 
presentation). The looked at objects that give 
clues to history, doing printing based on their 
favourite images of the Hall. They looked at the 
Hall surrounds and how the site had developed 
over the generations (Ann Marie & David did an 
‘outside’ tour with them).They looked at falconry 
and completed the project with a film and 
photographic presentation to friends and families 
of their experiences. There was then a sampling 
of the types of food eaten by medieval or Tudor 
residents. Certificates were awarded. 
 
At the presentation the school Head and teacher 
involved commented on the enthusiasm and 
interest shown by the children from day one, and 
the obvious help it had been to their individual 
development. 

 
The second group, from a different school, will do 
the same project starting on 12th April and they 
will complete the project on 7th June. The Friends 
will again support the group wherever and 
whenever possible. 
 

 

Our Ainsworth Cousins in the USA 

As you will know the Ainsworth family were the 
last ones to own Smithills Hall (from 1801 until 
they sold to Bolton Corporation in 1938). Last 
October I was a Guide on duty on the first Friday 
of the month when we had a visit from Richard 
Ainsworth, his wife Beth and daughter Britini, all 
the way from Indianapolis in the state of Indiana, 
in the United States. 
 
I was amazed and very pleased to learn that they 
are members of a thriving group of Ainsworths 
who are all descendants of our Ainsworths. They 
meet for a get-together every two years. Richard 
(or Rick as he is called at home) has subsequently 
sent me a group photograph in which I counted 
85 Ainsworths (see below). 
 

 
 
Richard and Beth went home with an armful of 
our books about Smithills Hall and our 
Ainsworths. Rick and I are keeping in touch, so if 
any reader is visiting America I can give you the 
address in Indianapolis. 
 
Bill Sheppard 
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Pew rents at Smithills Chapel 1815 

I have been given a copy of a document which 
records payments made for quarterly pew rents 
at Smithills Chapel, due December 1815 (which 
was of course the year of the battle of Waterloo 
which occurred on 18th June) This document sets 
out the names of the pew renters and how much 
they owed. It was compiled by Jas (James) 
Howard, Clerk and was addressed to the 
Reverend J Hilton. These pews now no longer 
exist in the form and layout they were at the time 
of this document as they were destroyed in the 
Chapel fire of 19th November 1856. By 1858 the 
present pews had been installed. 

 
The pews were numbered from 2 to 26 and a 
reference made to the gallery which ran across 
the west end of the Chapel and was used by the 
Ainsworth family. The rent for the galley is shown 
as £1.10.0 paid by Mr Ainsworth. Pews 2, 3 and 7 
were also Mr Ainsworth and his rent was shown 
as 7s 6d each. 
 
Pew 4 was Thos (Thomas) Settel, 5 was George 
Prest [however the flowery first letter of the 
surname could be a ‘B’], 6 the Widow Rushton, 8 
was John Hoyle, 9 Jas (James) Cooper, 10 Wm 
Settel (a relative of Thomas Settel in pew 4?) 18 
was for the servants, 21 for Henry Norrifs 
(Norris), 22 for Wm Walsh. All were rented at 7s 
6d except for the servants pew 18 which was 8s 
9d. Pews 25 & 26 were for ‘Poor Servants’ and 
the rent was 15s. Further research may indicate 
the relationship of these people to the Smithills 
Estate. 
 
The Total rent, if everyone listed paid (which the 
handwritten notes on the document casts into 
doubt) would have been £6 16s 3d. Over the 
course of the year this would amount to the not 
inconsiderable sum £27 5s 
DW 
 

 

A Lancashire Legacy – a book by 

Malcolm Howe 

Members will receive a complimentary copy of 
this book by post thanks to Malcolm’s kind 
donation of copies to The Friends of Smithills 
Hall. 

In the book Malcolm has recorded the history of 
a dowry chest from 17th February 1726, carved 
with the initials of Ann Skirrow of Melling in 
Lunesdale, to the present encompassing the 
people, places and events. This chest has been 
bequeathed by Malcolm to Bolton for display in 
Smithills Hall, so that this chest will return to its 
native Lancashire forever. 
 

 
 

An Open Day took place on 3 April 2016 between 
12 and 4pm. It was joint event between Smithills 
Hall and S M Restaurants (owners of the Tea 
Room) to advertise the Halls facilities. The 
withdrawing Room was dressed as for a wedding 
venue; there was a photographer, magician, 
entertainer and free canapes etc. Friends’ 
volunteers helped to steward the event. 
 

 

Keep up to date 

 
The best place to find the most up to date 
information about member’s events is on the 
Friends website at :- 
www.friendsofsmithillshall.co.uk 
However here are some of the dates for the 
forthcoming year to note in your diary. 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

Regency Re-Jigged will perform again in the 
Great Hall on Sunday 17th April between 12 – 
4pm. This North West based group performance 
dances popular from 17th century to early 19th 
century, dressed in Regency style costumes with 
music played on acoustic instruments used in 
those times.* 
 
Craft Fairs are being held at the Hall on Sunday 
22nd May and 4th December from 12 – 4pm. There 
will be numerous stalls around the Hall selling 
craft items. Friends will be acting as stewards*. 
 
The annual Garden Party will be on Sunday 24th 
July this year. There will be birds, llamas and 
donkeys etc. Bolton FM will be present as will the 
Sax Band and the Rivington Ladies choir plus 
other entertainment. The Mayor of Bolton has 
been invited and the Bolton Baton Twirlers will 
open the event.* 
 
Creative Arts & Craft Courses have been 
arranged which started in mid-March and end 
mid-April (details on the Friends’ website) 
 
The Friends Annual General Meeting has been 
arranged for Wednesday 8th June to commence 
at 1pm with a lunchtime sandwiches, cakes and 
tea/coffee arranged through the Tea Room, to be 
followed at 1.45pm by a talk from Russell Hedley 
of the Woodland Trust about the Trust’s plans for 
their newly acquire Smithills land. He will 
welcome comment on the way forward for them. 
The formal AGM will commence at 2.30pm. 
Details and cost will be sent to all members 
shortly. * 
 
Ghost Nights 
These will recommence from a date still to be 
agreed in October 2016. There were a lot of 

disappointed people who failed to get places 
when the tours finished in March. Early booking, 
when dates are announced, is essential. 
 
Wreath-Laying 
It is hoped to have a small ceremony at the 1914-
18 Memorial in Smithills Chapel, on Armistice Day 
11th November 2016, to lay a wreath from the 
Friends of Smithills Hall. More details to follow. 
 
Christmas Social 
This year’s Social will be held on Thursday 8th 
December starting at 7pm. Doors will be open 
from 6.15pm. The speaker will be the star of last 
year’s event Joanne Halliwell who will this year 
be ‘Betsy the Housekeeper’. 
Further details will be posted to members nearer 
the date. 
 
Christmas Carols 
A Service of Christmas Carols and readings will be 
held in Smithills Chapel on Wednesday 14th 
December starting at 7pm (doors open at 
6.15pm). This will be followed by complimentary 
minced pies and mulled wine. Everyone is 
welcome.* 
 
*If you would like to help on these events please talk to 

any Committee member. 
 

Albert Hornby 

It is with deep regret that I record the passing of 
Albert Hornby who will be known to many of you. 
Albert was a long-time member of the Friends 
having joined in 1966. His wife Gladys was also a 
member. 
 
 For many years he was an active and important 
member of the Friends, being a Committee 
member and was also the editor of the Friends 
Newsletter often writing his own material. He 
had travelled all over the world for his job and 
always had a good story to tell. I served on the 
Committee with Albert for a short time and know 
his views were always highly regarded. 
  
His funeral took place on Thursday 4th February 
2016 at Overdale West, Bolton. Four members of 
the current Committee attended to pay their 
respects to a hugely respected former colleague, 
who will be sadly missed. 
DW 


