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Welcome 

This edition of the Bulletin features: 
 

 Regency Re-Jigged & Acadamie Gloriana 

 When Smithills Hall was a hostel for the elderly 

 Ghostly goings on at the Hall! 

 A Short History of Smithills Hall (booklet) 

 Christmas decorations  

 Wreath Laying in the Chapel 

 Christmas Social 

 Christmas Carols 
 

I hope that you enjoyed your Christmas and on behalf 
of the Friends wish you a prosperous and very Happy 
New Year.  
 

 

Regency Re-Jigged and Acadamie 

Gloriana 

 

n the 18th October there was a demonstration 
of Regency dancing in the Great Hall by a group 
called Regency ReJigged, which is based in the 

North West of England. They performed dances 
popular from the 17th to early 19th centuries in 
Regency style costume, accompanied by their own 
musicians, playing acoustic instruments appropriate to 
the period. They received a warm reception from 
visitors to the Hall. 
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Regency ReJigged 

Also present in the Withdrawing Room were Acadamie 
Gloriana from the British Federation for Historical 
Swordsmanship. They displayed a range of swords, 
daggers and other weapons, which they were happy to 
talk to the public about and later in the afternoon 
demonstrated their prowess in the Great Hall. 
 

 
Acadamie Gloriana 

  “A Dream has come true” 

(Extract from the Bolton Journal and Guardian 
Wednesday December 24 1952) 

hirty one elderly widows and spinsters who spent 
their younger days in cottages or terraced houses 
50, 60 or even 70 years ago, never imagined for a 

moment that one day they would reside in one of 
England’s stately homes. 
 
But this dream has become true this week for these 
elderly people who have been moved from Townleys 
Branch to Smithills Hall, which has been converted by 
the Welfare Committee into a hostel for aged people. 
When a Journal reporter visited the hostel he found 
that the women were lost for words to describe their 

new home. They were reclining in new easy-chairs in a 
spacious lounge which looked out on to meadows 
which were carpeted by snow. 
 
Their dining room is spacious and spotless, and 
bedrooms airy and comfortable. The Hall has been 
decorated in light colours and new lighting and central 
heating has been installed. Unfortunately the oak 
beams have disappeared and the interior has lost some 
of its old-world atmosphere, but it’s “just right” for the 
old people. 
 
The Mayor of Bolton (Ald. J. Vickers), who visited them 
last week, along with the Mayoress (Mrs Vickers), 
Counc. Mrs. Leece, chairman of the Welfare Committee 
and staff of the Welfare Department, told the elderly 
folk to make the hostel their home. “You have been 
well looked after at Townleys Branch; you will be happy 
here,” he said. 
 

All Smiles 
The work of the Welfare Department increases. People 
are living longer. One of the old folk at the new Hostel is 
90 year old Miss Ellen Peacock. She was all smiles and 
bubbling over with appreciation. She was thrilled, too, 
and she had been chosen to present the Mayoress with 
a bouquet of flowers. There are others over 70 and 80 
years of age. 
In 1948 the Committee had 160 old people in its care, 
now it has 260. And so the problem grows. The new 
hostel is the fourth that the Committee has opened, the 
others being Watermillook, Egerton Lodge, and Redcot. 
A fifth, The Holmes, is in the stage of preparation. It is 
expected that this will be ready for occupation early 
next year. 
 
Ever consideration is given to these people who have 
given of their best years in work and service to the town 
as the Mayor put it. At Smithills Hall, a lounge has been 
provided on the first floor on which are bedrooms too, 
so that the elderly and more infirm women will not 
have to walk up and down the stairs. 
 

Enlightened policy 
There are radios in the lounges and a gift of a television 
set has been made to the home by a Bolton man. 
Those who have money pay according to what they can 
afford; those who receive the old age pension as their 
sole means hand it over to the department and are 
given 5s a week “spending money.” 
 

Ghostly events – Halloween 2015 

here was a live broadcast on BBC Radio 
Manchester on Friday 30th October when a 
presenter came to the Hall to ask questions about 
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ghost events at the Hall. The presenter, Michelle 
Adamson, heard stories recounted by me, and member 
and Council employee Ann Melmoth who had opened 
the Hall at the unearthly hour of 7.15am! Also coming 
to the Hall in the afternoon was a representative from 
Bolton FM who recorded stories for later transmission 
to Bolton residents. Both presenters seemed suitably 
impressed by the range and quantity of ghostly stories 
gathered by the Friends.  
 
The Friends Ghost and History tours on 15 October and 
12 November have now been conducted by Friends’ 
guides (Ann Marie Elliott-Clark, Dorothy Lee and David 
Williams) to fully booked groups. These events continue 
to be very popular with the public.  
 
If you were watching ‘The Chase’ on ITV1 on Thursday 
29 October, compered by comedian/actor Bradley 
Walsh, you will have heard a contestant say that she 
was interested in ghosts and had taken a photograph of 
a ghost at Smithills Hall. There were three references to 
Smithills Hall in the programme.(DW) 
 

Christmas Decorations 

hristmas period decorations were put up on 
Friday 27 November by our volunteers. Thanks to 
them for their hard work, which is much 

appreciated, as well as being admired by the visiting 
public. 
 

Wreath-Laying 

he second annual wreath-laying in the Chapel took 
place on 11

th
 November and a minutes silence was 

observed at 11am. 
 
Last year’s event was on Remembrance Sunday but clashed 
with other events attended by members. David Williams gave 
a short history of those who had ‘fallen’ and there were 
readings from Joan Sheppard, Dorothy Lee and Bill Sheppard 
who laid a wreath from the Friends. 
 

 
Memorial congregation 

 
Bill Sheppard 

After the service the congregation went outside the Chapel 
where crosses were placed close to the main Chapel door 
(see photograph). 
 

A Short History of Smithills Hall 

(booklet) 

This booklet, by 
Marie Mitchell, has 
been updated and 
reprinted to bring 
it up-to-date and 
now includes some 
new photographs 
of Smithills Hall.  
 
It is priced at £2 
per copy and can 
be purchased via 
our Secretary 
Margaret Koppens 
or from the Hall 
shop/tea room. 

 

 
Friends Christmas Social 

 

wenty eight Friends and guests attended the 2015 
Christmas Social held at the Hall on Wednesday 
9th December. The speaker was Joanne Halliwell 
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who performed as Betsy speaking about ‘Christmas in 
the big house with Betsy’. 
 
Joanne Halliwell was outstanding as Betsy, with her 
delivery, down to earth humour and ability to include 
her audience in the presentation. She proved to be one 
of the most popular speakers of recent years and will 
certainly be considered for future events. Few speakers 
have managed to persuade members of the audience to 
take part in a sing-a-long, but Joanne did. 
After the speaker there was an excellent supper served 
by members of the Friends. 
The raffle was well supported and produced valuable 
funds for the Friends. Thank you to those of you who 
kindly made prize donations for the raffle. 
 

 
Joanne Halliwell 

Thanks go to members of the Committee who 
participated and did the work of organising and 
ensuring that the event ran smoothly. Their efforts 
were much appreciated. Thank you also to Bolton 
Council staff for opening and closing the Hall. 
 

 
Friends Carol Service 

he Friends Carol Service was held in Smithills 
Chapel on Wednesday 16th December and the 
service was well attended by members and 

guests. The Service of Carols and Readings was 

introduced by the Friends Chairman, and was 
conducted by the Reverend Paul Hardingham who is 
vicar of St. Peter’s, Halliwell. The Reverend Michael 
Taylor was the organist. Michael is a member of the 
Friends. He explained to the congregation the 
background to some of the carols including Silent Night 
and its Austrian origins. 
  
The readings were given by David Williams, Dorothy 
Lee, Margaret Koppens, Joan Sheppard and Ann Marie 
Elliott-Clark. 
 
After a few words of thanks from the Chairman to the 
two Reverends who so ably led the service, the 
congregation retired to the Dome Room and the Tea 
Room to enjoy some mulled wine and mince pies - 
which concluded a very pleasant evening. 
 
Thanks go to Joan Sheppard and Ruth Ellison for their 
excellent organisation of the event, and to Bolton 
Council for opening up the Hall for us and allowing us to 
have this annual service in the historic Chapel. 
 

Smithills Coaching House 

The revamping of the 17th Century Smithills Coaching 
House is now reportedly complete. There are 2, 3 and 4 
bedroom lodges being offered under a sealed bid 
arrangement. The bids are anticipated to be from 
£315,000 to £600,000 depending on the size of the 
apartment. 
 

 
 
Above is an example of the changed interior. Work 
continues on the houses being built on the site. 
 

Annual Deep Clean  

This will start on Monday 5th April from 10am and run 
for 2 or 3 days. There are jobs for all abilities to help a 
team of Bolton Council staff polish and buff furniture 
etc. If you are free all volunteers you will be made very 
welcome. We will be delighted to see you. 
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