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Welcome

Your Committee

This edition of the Bulletin features:

You will be aware from the Chairman’s report
to the AGM that the Executive Committee has
had two vacancies for some time and an
appeal was issued for volunteers to join and
help.
We are pleased to announce that Barrie
Wallwork-Waddington joined us for his first
meeting on Thursday 9 July 2015 as a co-opted
member. If anyone else feels that they can
make a contribution please contact any
Committee member as extra help is always
welcome.










A new member of the Committee
The South window of the Chapel
The Garden Party
The Tea Shop
New Hall opening hours and entry
costs
Woodland Trust
The Hall gardens
Bolton Archaeology & Egyptology
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Barrie Wallwork-Waddington
The Central South Window in the
Smithills Hall Chapel

Window engraving
This is then clearly the name of the company
commissioned by Richard Henry Ainsworth to
manufacture the 1870 central south window
of the chapel, and provides a match for the
date engraved on the window.

By David Williams
his is the window many guides and
members are well acquainted with as it
is the 1870 ‘Last Supper’ window and
was installed as one of the three south
windows after the 1856 Chapel fire. The fire
destroyed the roof, balcony at the west end of
the chapel and all the pews etc. as well as the
southern windows.

T

Lavers & Barraud in Endell St, Covent Garden

I was giving a guided tour recently and a lady
in the group said me ‘Have you seen this?’ We
went between the pews and she pointed to a
small piece of red glass (11/4 x 1inch – 33cm x
25cm) in the lower right section of the central
window. Until you can get right up to it it looks
not unlike all the other pieces of red glass.
However on closer inspection it had engraved
upon it “Lavers, Barraud & Westlake, London,
1870

The Lavers and Barraud stained glass studio
and railings at number 22, designed by R.J.
Withers in Gothic style 1859, is a Grade II
listed building. Endell Street was originally
known as Belton Street. The street is believed
to have been named after the Reverend James
Endell Tyler, rector of St Giles in the Fields in
the 1840s
In the mid-19th Century Lavers, Barraud and
Westlake were among many young designers
who responded to the growing market for
stained glass windows. The partnership
initially comprised Nathaniel Wood Lavers
(1828-1911) and Francis Philip Barraud (1824–
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1900) and operated from 1858 as Lavers and
Barraud. Both were originally employed at the
workshops of James Powell and Sons. Laver
started his own studio in 1855 and was joined
by Barraud in 1858. A freelance artist,
Nathaniel Hubert J Westlake (1833–1921),
joined them as a partner in 1868, having
worked with the architect, William Burges and
with Alfred Bell of Clayton and Bell. The 1871
Census shows him working as an ‘Artist’ The
Company used a number of freelance artists
apart from Westlake.

The Garden Party. The Smithills Hall
Garden Party was held on the afternoon of
Sunday 26th July. Stalls were set up around the
east and south side of the Hall including the
Friends bric-a-brac stall. Our worse fears were
realised – it started to rain almost before the
start and rained all afternoon. That was the
bad news.

Volunteers preparing the Friends' stall

Reproduction of original now in paperback

These included Henry Stacy Marks (1829–
1898) who designed windows with elongated
medievalising figures for the company in its
earliest years and J.M. Allen who worked with
Lavers and Barraud before the joining of
Westlake, also designing windows for the
firms of Heaton, Butler and Bayne, and
Shrigley and Hunt until the 1880s. Alfred Bell
(1832–95) and Henry Holiday also designed
glass for Lavers, Barraud and Westlake.
Between 1891 and 1894 Nathaniel Westlake
published four volumes entitled "A History of
Design
in
Painted
Glass".
After the deaths of Barraud in 1900 and Lavers
in 1911, Westlake became the sole partner,
continuing in business until his death in 1921

The good news was that with Bolton FM
broadcasting live, the attractions (‘Frozen
workshop’, choir, band, donkey rides, stalls,
refreshments, tours of the Hall, free entry
etc.), there was more than enough to attract
1,670 people to the event. This was over 300
more than last year.
As last year the Friends are donating to the
event (£300) to help maintain the event’s
attractiveness. The Friends stall took £60
towards our funds.
Very many thanks go to the Friends’
volunteers who turned out to run our stall and
help in the Hall despite the weather. It is
unlikely that there have been so many people
in the Hall rooms at the same time for a long
time.
The Tea Room
Thanks to David Corless for making a small
donation box for us. This box is located
strategically in the Tea Room at the
entrance/exit door of the Library, designed to
fit on a small table. The Tea Room occupies
the Victorian Dining Room and the ‘Butler’s
Pantry’ is used for preparing meals. Some
refreshments are served outside the Estate
Door when the weather is fine.
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Hall Gardens
The borders on the east and south of the Hall
can be seen in these photographs. They look
magnificent and have attracted lots of
favourable comment.

The Tea Room is open seven days a week from
10am to 5pm and has attracted many visitors,
some new and others who haven’t visited the
Hall for many years. The whole of the
premises have acquired a new lease of life and
raised the Hall’s profile considerably. If you
would like to see the menu it can be viewed
on the Friends’ website on the Home page.
The Council have issued a 6 month lease and
will be required by their rules to put any
ongoing lease out to public tender.
Smithills Hall entry fee and
opening hours
There have been two new developments:1) Entry for all is now free
2) Opening hours for Wednesday to Friday
have been extended by one hour to 4pm.
It is hoped that free entry and extended hours
will encourage more visitors, particularly those
who come to the Tea Room but would not
normally visit the Hall.
Woodland Trust
The Trust has completed the £3m purchase of
the bulk of the Smithills Hall estate by meeting
its interim fund raising target. Bolton Council
signed over the 1,144 acres of the estate on
Monday 20th July 2015. The Trust hopes to buy
the remainder of the site within the next 12
months needing £450,000 to complete the
purchase.
The
Trust
have
rented
accommodation (opposite the Friends office)
in Smithills Hall and moved in on Monday 14
September.

This is entirely due to the many hours of toil
by members Alun Elliott-Clark and his wife Ann
Marie and their commitment to sorting out
the borders.

We appreciate any help you or anyone you
know can give to help us to continue this
work. If you can help in any way please
contact the Friends.
Bolton Archaeology
Society

&

Egyptology

We have free associate membership of this
Society. You can attend a lecture for £3
without yearly subscription. Their lecture list
can be found on www.BoltonAES.co.uk.
Diary Dates:- Ghost nights tours 12
October
&
12
November,
Chapel
Commemorative Wreath laying 11 November
at 1045am, Friends Christmas Social 9
December, Christmas Carols on 16th.
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